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David Cartagena, Senior Streetworker, 
Passes Away at 38 

 
David Cartagena of North Providence, a Senior Streetworker at the Institute for 
the Study and Practice of Nonviolence, passed away this weekend after a car 
accident in Providence.  He was 38 years old.  He is survived by his parents and a 
young daughter. 
 
Today at 1:00 pm, a basketball tournament will be played in David’s honor at Davey 
Lopes Recreation Center, 227 Dudley Street, Providence.  This tournament was 
organized by the Institute’s Community Leaders, a group of youth training in 
leadership development and community organizing.  The tournament is one of the 
program’s culminating events. 
  
David Cartagena had worked at the Institute as a nonviolence trainer and a 
Streetworker since 2005, and was enrolled in a case management program at Rhode 
Island College’s School of Social Work.  He sat on several steering committees 
working on issues affecting children, youth and families.  Recently, David was the 
subject of a documentary photo essay by Rishwanth Jayapaul, called “Serving a 
Purpose,” which is visible at http://viiphoto.ning.com/video/serving-a-purpose. 
 
David was a former gang member who turned his life around and dedicated himself to 
the cause of nonviolence. In recent years, he was recognized by law enforcement and 
community organizations as a skilled mediator and valuable partner.  A gifted public 
speaker and storyteller, he was sought after as a speaker in nonviolence trainings.  
He testified before Congress on gang intervention strategies and has worked with 
professionals in Connecticut, Massachusetts, Detroit, Michigan and Portland, Oregon 
on ways to curb youth violence.   
  
The Institute’s Executive Director, Teny Gross, says “David was an exceptional youth 
worker and an excellent human being.  He had only begun to make his impact on the 
community he loved to serve.  As his Institute family, we hope his impact will continue 
to be felt for a long time to come.  We will not soon recover from the heartbreak of 
this tragedy.” 
 
About the Institute 
The Streetworkers are outreach workers who mentor youth who are at risk of joining gangs 
or committing violence.  They also provide opportunities for young people to commit to 
nonviolence and offer them resources to build more hopeful and productive futures. 
 
The Institute for Study and Practice of Nonviolence teaches by word and example 
the principles and practices of nonviolence, and fosters a community that addresses 
potentially violent situations with nonviolent solutions. The Institute has helped to 
significantly lower violent crimes in the City of Providence, particularly youth 
violence; and in 2006, the Institute was named a “best practice” by the U.S. Conference 
of Mayors. The Institute is able to carry out its work with five core programs: 
Nonviolence Trainings, Nonviolence Streetworkers, Youth Programs, Juvenile Re-



Entry and Victims Support Services. All of these programs encompass the nonviolence 
principles upon which the Institute was founded, and help build a stronger 
community. 
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